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Welcome to our March magazine.  Rosie is back this month 

with another one of her off the wall, thought provoking articles.  I hope 
you like it.  As with all Rosieôs ideas there are rabbits in this one as 
well. So to keep her happy you will come across a number of ôbadô 
rabbit jokes throughout the magazine.   
 
I have deliberately not included any articles on flooding or how the 
buildings are getting on.  You get those on the weekly Eagle. 
 
March as you will know is a busy month with Easter being the focal 
point.  There are lots of events  and services for you to attend if you 
wish.  Details of most are in the magazine but any new ones like the 
óChurches Together Eventsô will be listed on the Eagle when I receive 
the details. 
 
It just leaves me to wish all our readers a Happy Easter and may God 
enrich your spiritual journey this Easter. 
 
Alan 
 
 
 

Rogergate,  

The Stubbs. 

The Wrathalls have kindly offered to 

host this years Agape meal in their 

home as the church hall is out of 

action due to the floods. 

 

Further details nearer the date. 

 



TENEBRAUE SERVICE AT ST JOHNôs  CRAG VALE ON         

GOOD FRIDAY  25th March at 7pm  

The word ótenebraeô is Latin for 
shadows. The purpose of the 
Tenebrae service is to recreate 
the emotional aspects of the 
passion story, so this is not 
supposed to be a happy 
service, because the occasion 
is not happy.  

The core of the Tenebrae 
service works like this: It starts 
out with the church in 
candlelight. There are as many 
candles as there are readings, 
plus a white Christ candle. The 
readers go up one at a time, 
read their assigned selections, 
and extinguish one of the 
candles, until only the Christ 
candle remains. Then someone 
reads the story of Jesus being laid in the tomb. Then the Christ candle 
is taken out, leaving the congregation in near total darknessðand 
near total devastation. At this point, the service ends.  

The purpose of the service is to recreate the betrayal, abandonment, 
and agony of the events, and it is left unfinished, because the story 
isnôt over until Easter Day. 

Having been to them in the past it is well worth attending as God can 
speak to you in a new and different way     éé...Alan 

Q. How do you know carrots are good for 
your eyes? 
A. Have you ever seen a rabbit wearing 
glasses?! 

Q. How does a rabbit throw a tantrum? 
A. He gets hopping mad. 



I am not very happy.  I didnôt know what had 

happened but something was wrong.  I saw a 

rabbit out in the open, ñnot a problem Iôll have thatò.  Off I go up 

through the gears, ñhe ha I will soon have it.  Oops itôs gone. What 

happened there?ò  Mystified and tired I return to Alan to be told ñnever 

mind Rosie you have lost a couple of gears and your stamina isnôt 

what it used to beò.  Damned cheek I can run faster and for twice as 

long as him.  It must just have 

been a bad day.  But then it 

happened again and again. 

Something is wrong I thought but 

what?  Had I by fluke encountered  

a batch of turbo charged rabbits?  

Could it be scientists genetically 

modifying them to run faster?  

What on earth was going on? I was not happy. As I lay on the living 

room floor pondering a change of tactics I heard the answer on the 

telly.  

There was an item on the news explaining what mitochondrial DNA is 

and how it works.  Basically all cells in the body use energy which is 

provided by food. The energy replenishes the cells and keeps the 

organs and body working and alive.  If the cells stop regenerating, 

they die and as more and more cells die, the organs stop working and 

the body dies. Is this what getting old means? Am I getting old?  

This got me pondering even moreðwas there a connection, other 

than the first four letters, between genetics and the Genesis story in 

the Bible.  You know, the one that talks about Adam & Eve in the 

garden.  How Adam and Eve chose not to walk with God and went 

their own way by eating the fruit from the tree of knowledge.  God said 
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that choice will lead to their deaths.  Has the consequences of their 

choice been placed in the genetic makeup of all life on earth which is 

passed down from generation to generation. That is we canôt 

regenerate our cells for ever and therefore we will surely die.  We tend 

to think punishment and consequences as external feature but what if 

they are placed within our genetic makeup?  We cannot escape the 

consequences or can we? 

We read in the New Testament that Jesus raised people from the 

dead.  Did he kick start their genetic cell regeneration?  If He did, it 

was only temporary as they later died.  Nothing escapes death it is in 

the genes.  

However we read that 

Jesus was resurrected 

and will never die 

again. He will live 

forever.  He also 

promises that if we 

place our trust in Him 

and Him alone then 

that same Resurrection 

power will renew and 

sustain us forever.  We 

will live as we were 

meant to live before the 

curse entered our 

genes. 

Hey am I dreaming or 

what?  Am I barking up the right tree? Well I donôt know, after all I am 

only a dog.  But it has got me thinkingðwhat about you.   

For now I think I will have a kip, plan sneak-up tactics for catching 

rabbits, and look forward to the day I can run like the wind. 

Happy Easter 

Rosie. 



An Order for Night Prayer (Compline).  The ancient office of 
Compline ... It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before 
rest at the end of the day. Lasts for about 10 minutes. 

COMPLINE SERVICES AT THE VICARAGE  

during Holy Week 7pm  

Monday 21st Tuesday 22nd Wednesday 23rd.  All welcome  

EASTER LIGHT 
Celebration at St Johnôs Church 

Cragg Vale on Saturday 26th of 

March at 6pm. Meet outside the 

church building for  

FOOD    

CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES 

FIRE 

As dusk approaches the Easter 

Candle is lit from the fire and is processed into church and a short 

service follows. 




