
 There are 2 new regular services 
being introduced at St Michaelôs so 
make sure you read the adverts with 
regard to them. 
 
There is also an All Souls service at 
St Johnôs to remember those who 
have passed away. Again see the 
advert. 

Enjoy  
Alan 
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Visit our website www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk 

If you are on Facebook why not join the group ôFriends of the Erringden Beneficeõ? 

Welcome to St Johnós & St Michael's we hope you enjoy being 
here and join with us after the service for a drink and a chat. 

  Welcome to our October issue of 
the Erringden Eagle. 
 
This month we look at the role of a 
sidesperson. This is definitely not one 
of their jobs but perhaps it could be 
introduced. 

Rosie gets her theological  dog collar 
on and imparts her normal astute 
wisdom in her article. I am sure it will 
convert you to her way of thinking! 

²ƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΚ 

¢ƘŜƴ ǎŜŜ !ƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ   

November edition of the Eagle will be available on Sunday 28th October. 

Details of November events to Alan by Sunday 21st October by email  if 

possibleð  reardonalan@gmail.com. 
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Whatõs On this Month 
 

Sunday Services  

St Johnõs Sunday 9.30am.  Communion 
 

St Michaelõs Sunday 11am. Communion 
 

Midweek Communion 12.15pm at St 

Michaelôs church every Wednesday. 
 

Lattice Service at St Michaelõs last Tuesday 

in the month 7.15pm.  
 

All Souls service at St Johnõs Friday 2nd 

November at 7pm 
 

Brew.  Every Monday 10.30am in the 

Erringden Room at St Michaelôs.  Chance to 

meet, chat and have a cuppa.  All welcome.  
 

Open Church.  Every Tuesday and Sunday at 

3-4.30pm in St Johnôs church. Meet, chat and 

have a cuppa. All welcome. 
 

Angels Meet. Every Thursday in term time at 

9.15am in St Michaelôs Hall. For parents with 

pre school children to get together. Activities 

for the children. 
 

Parish Prayers.  Every Friday at 9am at the 

Vicarage Brier Hey Lane.  Meet and pray for 

the community and one another.   
 

Quiz Nights.  In St Michaelôs Hall at 7.30pm 

on 1st Friday of the month.  Bar open, Pie & 

pea supper (optional). New quizzers welcome. 
 

Coffee Mornings.  Run by the Guild. Held in 

the Erringden room of St Michaelôs Hall 1st 

Saturdayôs of the month at 10am -  Great 

cakes for sale. 

 Guild group meet on 1st Tuesday of the  

month at 2pm in the Erringden room in St 

Michaelôs Hall. This month Ben Richardson - 

Thaôs gotta laugh. 
  

St Michaelõs Wives group meet at 8pm on 

the 3rd Thursday  of the month in the 

Erringden Room in St Michaelôs Hall.  

 Cragg Vale Yorkshire Country Women 

Harvest Supper  on 8th October at St Johnôs 

at 2.30pm 
 

St Michaelõs PCC  2nd October at 7pm.  

St Johnõs PCC  15th October at 6.30pm. 
 

House Group meet at the Cansdaleôs at 

7.30pm on alternate Wednesdays. See Alan 

for details or tel 883944 
 

Pastoral Support group meet on 3rd 

Thursday of the month at 6.30pm in St 

Michaelôs Erringden Room. 

Scottish Country Dancing at St Johnôs on 

23rd October at 7pm. Cost £4  

Cragg Vale History Group meet at St Johnôs 
in upstairs room at  7.30pm on 18th October. 
Anne Kilby & Frank Woolrich  'Colden and 
Blackshaw from the Archives' Tea & coffee 
afterwards. £10 for the year (10 meetings 

starting April) or £3 per visit.   

Churches Together committee meet at the 

White Swan HB at 7.30pm. 

Bereavement and Loss Support group 

meet in St Michaelôs Hall on the 3rd Monday in 

the month 1-3pm. Tea, coffee, biscuits and a 

chance to chat and /or share as much or as 

little as you want. Contact Jane Holyle for 

details. 01422 882659 
 Disability Support Calderdale meet in St 

Michaelôs Erringden Room on 10th October 

11am-1pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 At  

ST MICHAELõS 

Is on 30th September  

At 11am  

(followed by bring & share lunch)  

At  

ST JOHNõs 

Is on 7th October  

At  

9.30am  

Cragg Vale Community Association music 
group.  

The  Music Group will provide a monthly meeting for music 
lovers of all ages and abilities, meeting at St. Johns Church, 
Cragg Vale,  on 2nd Wednesday each month, between 19.30 

and 21.30 hrs. Opening meeting will be on 10th October 2018. 

 The format will include a group session to warm up, followed 
by an informal "open mike" slot for individuals or small groups 
to share any pieces that they have been practising, with a group session to close. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring their instruments, voices, ideas for songs and most of all, their sense 

of humour. any enquiries to Martyn Kenyon on martynk@talktalk.net or 07572 578444 

BOOK CLUB meet in the Erringden Room at St 

Michaelôs. The next book is  'The Music Shop' by Rachel 

Joyce. This will be discussed on Tuesday, 16th. October.  

drinks and nibbles provided for the small Sum of Ã2:00 ( for 

wine) or Ã1:00 ( for soft drinks). Do come along; great atmos-

phere and stimulating discussions ! 
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I was wondering the other day about Brexit, as you 

do, and what will happen to all our systems of 

measurement when we leave the EU. Will we go 

back to pints and gallons, feet and inches and cubic 

feet. Will we convert back to imperial from metric? Had you thought of that? 

Not so easy is it?  Well it will be for Alan as he seems to still work in imperial. 

It will be a nightmare for all those who have only ever known metric. 

It got me thinking, itôs a strange word 

conversion and what does it mean. It is widely 

used when referring to people taking up a faith 

for the first time or changing from one faith to 

another. Take for instance the story of St Paul 

on the Damascus road.  He is on his way to 

arrest and persecute Christians on behalf of 

the Jewish faith.  A light shines on him, he 

goes blind, hears a voice and before you 

know it he has converted to Christianity from 

Judaism. Most bibles and sermons refer to 

this incident as the conversion of St Paul. But 

Rosie the theologian asks the question was he converted? 

Let me explain. If I wanted to be pedantic I could say at the time of his 

ôconversionô there was no such thing as Judaism or Christianity. The names 

came later. So he couldn't be converted from one to the other. But that would 

be arguing over words and names so I wonôt go there. 

I believe that Paul was never converted but something else happened.  

Interested or ready to stone me? Anyway I will continue. First we have to look 

at who Paul (Saul) was and what he believed to see if he was converted from 

one belief to another. 

Paul was brought up a devout Jew, he was taught by the best rabbiôs in the 

business. He knew his scripture inside out and would spend many an hour 

reading and praying.  He followed the law as laid down in the scripture 

zealously.  He was to all intents and purposes a fanatic.  A fanatic who 

Rosieôs Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 



worshipped God and wanted everybody else to do the same. 

Paul will have looked on the Jews as failing God. They had broken their 

agreement (covenant) with God and as a punishment had been exiled. They 

had returned to their land after many years in physical exile but they were 

still spiritually exiled from God.  

Paul knew his scripture, the law 

and the prophets spoke of a time 

when God would once again live 

in the temple and the Jewish 

people would be made whole, the 

human race would be made 

whole, they would become the 

people of God. The whole of 

creation would be healed and 

there would be no more decay 

and death. This was the Jewish 

hope, their destiny. The glory of 

God would shine like a bright, bright, light throughout the whole earth.    

For this to happen the Jews had to get their act in order, they needed to 

repent, obey the law and worship the one true God. Then disaster, some 

Jews began to believe in Jesus as Messiah. If the Jewish nation began to 

believe in this blasphemy then it would take the nation further away from the 

day that the great, majestic God came to save them all, and set up his 

kingdom. The exile would not only continue but be extended. 

So Paul set out to destroy these Jesus followers who were delaying the 

coming of the king, the one true God. The fanatic was on a crusade. 

However on that Damascus road a bright light shone that knocked him to the 

ground. Is this the glory of God that he had read about in Ezekiel and 

believed in?  But it was Jesus who identified himself and spoke to him. ôPaul, 

Paul why are you persecuting meô 

Paul realised that this was the fulfilment of everything he dreamt off,  

everything he believed. The Lord God in all his Glory was here in Jesus. 

Jesus was the fulfilment of the Jewish hope, the law and all the prophets.  

Paulôs wasn't converted to another faith, his faith was completed. His great 

and glorious God had come as promised.    

          Yours Rosie (top dog theologian) 
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